
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

July 28, 2017 
 
 
 
Hon. Matthew Driscoll 
Commissioner of Transportation 
New York State Department of Transportation 
50 Wolf Road 
Albany, NY 12232 
 
Re: Expediting the Buffalo Skyway environmental review and minimizing its rehabilitation 
expenditures 
 
Dear Commissioner Driscoll: 
 
The New York State Department of Transportation has indicated that work will soon commence 
on the $27 million rehabilitation of the Buffalo Skyway, which is intended to extend its useful 
life by twenty years.  I write today to advocate that the Department immediately make public 
the proposed schedule for the environmental review for the replacement of the Buffalo Skyway 
with better, alternative infrastructure, the funding for which was programmed by the local 
Metropolitan Planning Organization on December 12 of last year, and that the Department 
expedite this review.  I also write to advocate that the Department review all of the aspects of 
the proposed $27 million rehabilitation, toward the goal of reducing this investment to the 
lowest level safety concerns will allow, as the environmental review could lead, and it is my 
hope that it will lead, to the demolition of the Skyway once alternative infrastructure is 
constructed. 
 
I have great confidence in your leadership of NYSDOT, and in NYSDOT’s administration of 
federal resources under your stewardship.  You have demonstrated tremendous vision both as 
the former mayor of an upstate city, and in your current role; I know that you understand that 
we don’t have to continue doing things the way we have for the past 60 years just because of 
bureaucratic inertia.  The transformation that has occurred over the past fifteen years along 
Buffalo’s waterfront – both the Inner and Outer Harbor – has been extraordinary, but its 
potential both for passive recreational use and for commercial and residential development will 
always by throttled as long as the landscape is dominated that loud, polluting, disruptive, 110-
foot-tall piece of unsafe, unreliable, 1950’s infrastructure.   



 
I also take this opportunity to commend Governor Cuomo for his leadership in the 
rehabilitation of the state’s aging infrastructure.  The tens of billions of dollars being spent 
replacing bridges and on other transportation mega-projects downstate are absolutely 
necessary and important to maintaining New York City’s pre-eminence among the great cities 
of the world.  In that context, however, a few tens of millions to replace the Buffalo Skyway 
with more appropriate, modern infrastructure, is not an unreasonable proposition. 
 
Thank you very much for your leadership. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Brian Higgins 
Member of Congress 


