
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Honorable Brian Higgins 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Congressman Higgins: 
 
Thank you for your November 18, 2021 letter congratulating me on my appointment as Regional 
Administrator for U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Region 5. I am very excited to be 
serving in this role and appreciate your kind words and support. While I am relatively new to this 
position, I am well aware of the environmental, economic, and community revitalization benefits 
provided by the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI) and am very pleased to be overseeing 
the implementation of GLRI in my role as EPA’s Great Lakes National Program Manager.  
 
Like you, I recognize the significant impact of the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (Act) 
recently signed by President Biden. This investment in the nation’s infrastructure includes the 
largest governmental investment in water resources in U.S. history, an investment that will prove 
to be a “game changer” across the nation with respect to improving wastewater and drinking 
water infrastructure. As you note, the Act also includes a large supplemental appropriation for 
GLRI – money which will allow for accelerated funding for cleanups of the 25 remaining U.S. 
Areas of Concern (AOCs).  
 
Your letter requests a realistic timeframe for addressing one of those remaining AOCs, the 
Buffalo River. After consulting with EPA’s Great Lakes National Program Office (GLNPO), I 
am pleased to share with you of the following: 
 

• Work on the last “management action” in the AOC (which consists of dredging a portion 
of the Buffalo River to remove sediment with elevated contaminant concentrations) 
commenced in 2013 and dredging and amended cap placement is expected to be 
completed by December 3rd.  

 
• GLNPO currently anticipates that the seven remaining Beneficial Use Impairments 

(BUIs) will be removed as follows: 
o BUI 11: Loss of Fish and Wildlife Habitat:  

Anticipated removal: Fiscal Year (FY) 2022 
o BUI 7: Restrictions on Dredging:  

Anticipated removal: FY 2022 



o BUI 6: Degredation of Benthos:  
Anticipated removal:  FY 2023 

o BUI 4: Fish Tumors or Other Deformities 
Anticipated removal: FY 2023 

o BUI 1: Restrictions on Fish and Wildlife Consumption 
Anticipated removal: FY 2024 

o BUI 5: Bird or Animal Deformities or Reproductive Problems 
Anticipated removal: FY 2024 

o BUI 3: Degredation of Fish and Wildlife Populations 
Anticipated removal: FY 2025 

 
Assuming the anticipated schedule for removing BUIs holds, the delisting process for the 
Buffalo River AOC could start as early as FY 2025. However, it should be noted that removal of 
BUIs 1, 3, 4, and 5 and an anticipated FY 2025 delisting date are all subject to favorable findings 
from the fish tissue sampling and wildlife survey reports, currently scheduled to be completed in 
FY 2022. 
 
I hope this information demonstrates our continued commitment to the remediation of the 
Buffalo River. I’m happy to answer any additional questions you may still have.  Finally, thank 
you for your kind invitation to visit western New York.  I hope to visit all the Areas of Concern, 
and will look for an opportunity to take you up on your offer. 
 
Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please feel free to contact me or 
your staff may contact Eileen Deamer, Region 5 Congressional Liaison, at (312) 886-3000. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Debra Shore 
Regional Administrator & Great Lakes National Program Manager 
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