
July 23, 2020 

Hon. Elaine Chao Hon. Stephen Dickson 
Secretary Administrator 
Department of Transportation Federal Aviation Administration 
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 800 Independence Ave., SW 
Washington, D.C. 20590 Washington, D.C. 20591 

Hon. Russell Vought 
Administrator 
The Office of Management and Budget 
725 17th Street, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20503 

Dear Secretary Chao, Administrator Dickson, and Director Vought: 

We write to urge the Pilot Records Database be expeditiously finalized and implemented, as the 
National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) investigation into the February 2019 Atlas Air 
cargo flight released this week reveals another tragic and preventable plane crash that led to lost 
lives.  

On February 23, 2019, an Atlas Air cargo flight crashed to the ground in Trinity Bay, Texas, 
killing the pilot, first officer, and another pilot who was a passenger on board. The first officer 
was piloting the flight at the time of the crash. The findings of the NTSB investigation 
demonstrate how necessary and overdue full access to pilot records is, as the first officer 
deliberately concealed multiple training deficiencies and a failed promotion in his previous job at 
the time of his hire by Atlas Air.   

August 1st marks ten years since the passage of the Airline Safety and Federal Aviation 
Administration Extension Act of 2010 (P.L. 111-216), which enacted several aviation safety 
reforms including mandating the establishment of a Pilot Records Database to allow airlines to 
access employment history, training certifications and national driver registry records. The 
database is the final outstanding reform to be implemented from this law. The Notice of 
Proposed Rulemaking for the Pilot Records Database closed on June 30th, and the final rule is 
expected to be published in January 2021. However the latest news about the deadly Atlas Air 
cargo flight crash shows we cannot wait one more day to implement the Pilot Records Database. 

It is time for this long, arduous process to come to a close and to ensure One Level of Safety for 
the flying public. The Pilot Records Database must be finalized and implemented as soon as 
possible. Thank you for your consideration of this most important matter. 



Sincerely, 

Brian Higgins      Joseph Morelle  
Member of Congress Member of Congress 

Tom Reed Chris Jacobs 
Member of Congress Member of Congress 

Charles E. Schumer Kirsten Gillibrand 
United States Senator United States Senator 


