
 
June 7, 2022 

 

 

Bill Nolen 

Acting Administrator 

Federal Aviation Administration 

800 Independence Avenue, SW 

Washington, DC 20591 

 

Dear Acting Administrator Nolen: 

 

We write to express grave concern regarding Republic Airways’ request to the Federal Aviation 

Administration (FAA) for an exemption to the 1500 hour pilot training requirement. Their request would 

allow pilots attending their flight school to graduate with only 750 hours of training, half of what is 

typically required. The request for an exemption would effectively roll back hard fought aviation safety 

reforms implemented after the deadly crash of Flight 3407 in Western New York. This and any other 

request to scale back flight safety measures should be soundly rejected to ensure that the safety of the 

flying public is not compromised. 

 

On April 15, 2022, Republic Airways submitted a request for an exemption to the FAA, citing “While 

this expansion of total flight hours is intended to increase experience, this requirement also introduced 

numerous logistical factors, affecting the career path for most aspiring pilots.”1 This premise implies a 

workforce shortage. According to the FAA’s Civil Airmen Chart,2 15,591 new air transport pilot (ATP 

and R-ATP) licenses were issued between 2019 and 2021. During that same time, approximately 9,671 

pilots retired, resulting in an addition of approximately 6,000 pilots to the workforce. 

 

Furthermore, it is unconscionable to suggest a compromise to the safety of the flying public, no matter the 

conditions of the workforce. As you know, the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) concluded 

that the crash of Colgan Air Flight 3407 was caused in part by pilot inexperience leading to error, which 

resulted in the deaths of all passengers and crew on board and one individual on the ground. Like 

Republic Airways, Colgan Air was a regional airline. Since the crash of Flight 3407 in 2009, there has not 

been a fatal crash on a U.S. carrier, a testament to the necessity of the flight safety reforms enacted in the 

Airline Safety and Federal Aviation Administration Extension Act of 2010 (P.L. 111-216), including the 

increase to 1500 required pilot training hours. Any permission to roll back these reforms jeopardizes the 

safety of the flying public and puts communities across the country in the position of potentially suffering 

an unthinkable tragedy. 

 

Thank you for your attention to this most urgent matter. We urge you to uphold these aviation safety 

reforms to ensure One Level of Safety for the flying public. 

 
1 Republic Airways - Exemption/Rulemaking. FAA-2022-0535-0001. https://www.regulations.gov/document/FAA-

2022-0535-0001 . April 15, 2022. 
2 Federal Aviation Administration, U.S. Civil Airmen Statistics. 

https://www.faa.gov/data_research/aviation_data_statistics/civil_airmen_statistics February 1, 2022. 
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Sincerely, 

 

      
BRIAN HIGGINS     CHRIS JACOBS 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


