
 
June 29, 2021 

 

The Honorable Merrick Garland 

Attorney General of the United States 

U.S. Department of Justice 

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20530 

 

Dear Attorney General Garland,  

 

I write you in response to the Department of Justice’s (DOJ) Comprehensive Strategy for Reducing 

Violent Crime and ask for your assistance in combatting the tragic wave of crime and gun violence 

terrorizing neighborhoods and families in Buffalo and Western New York.  

 

The City of Buffalo experienced a 90 percent increase in fatal and non-fatal shootings in 2020, 

with a total of 355 victims. This troubling violence plaguing my community shows no signs of 

slowing. In 2021, we have experienced 47 homicides to date and the number of shootings in 

Buffalo is up 139 percent over the past decade’s average.1 This violence is reckless and 

indiscriminate – last week two young boys were shot while playing outside and last month a 

twelve-year old boy was struck by a stray bullet.2  

 

While it is the primary responsibility of state and local officials to keep our communities safe, the 

DOJ and federal law enforcement play an important role. Just this week, the President 

acknowledged the gravity of the situation by announcing his comprehensive strategy to combat 

gun violence and other violent crime plaguing our cities. As a longtime supporter of the 

Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS) and Byrne Justice Assistance (JAG) grant 

programs, I was pleased to see the DOJ prioritize funding to these two critical initiatives in its 

Fiscal Year 2022 budget request. These programs provide critical support to local law 

enforcement, giving them greater resources to effectively serve and protect the people of their 

communities.  

 

But the crisis is now, and communities suffering from gun violence cannot wait until the next fiscal 

year. I write today to request that you direct all of the agencies of the U.S. Department of Justice, 

including the ATF, the FBI, the DEA and the U.S. Attorneys Office, to make a concerted effort to 

 
1 Three found killed in house, four wounded in park within 10 hours in Buffalo, The Buffalo News, June 24, 2021 

https://buffalonews.com/news/local/crime-and-courts/three-found-killed-in-house-four-wounded-in-park-within-10-hours-in-

buffalo/article_b1afcc78-d4d8-11eb-bd50-ff4a1552b28c.html  
2 Buffalo Police: 12-year-old shot in ankle by stray bullet, WIVB https://www.wivb.com/news/buffalo-police-9-year-old-shot-in-ankle-by-stray-

bullet/  

https://buffalonews.com/news/local/crime-and-courts/three-found-killed-in-house-four-wounded-in-park-within-10-hours-in-buffalo/article_b1afcc78-d4d8-11eb-bd50-ff4a1552b28c.html
https://buffalonews.com/news/local/crime-and-courts/three-found-killed-in-house-four-wounded-in-park-within-10-hours-in-buffalo/article_b1afcc78-d4d8-11eb-bd50-ff4a1552b28c.html
https://www.wivb.com/news/buffalo-police-9-year-old-shot-in-ankle-by-stray-bullet/
https://www.wivb.com/news/buffalo-police-9-year-old-shot-in-ankle-by-stray-bullet/


make every resource available to stem the tide of gun violence in Buffalo, NY this summer.  

Restoring peace to our streets will require a whole of government approach only made possible by 

your leadership.  

 

Resources made available through the American Rescue Plan will allow state and local officials 

to use federal dollars to respond to gun violence, including measures like increased mental health 

services and hiring of police officers. However, the current crisis also requires direct action by the 

DOJ. Each day we fail to act is another day in which tragedy can befall a family or deny a child a 

lifetime of opportunity.  

 

As DOJ takes action to restore public safety, I urge you to coordinate your efforts with officials in 

Western New York. Please know that I stand ready to help and look forward to your timely 

response.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

 

 

Brian Higgins 

Member of Congress 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


