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The Honorable Anthony Foxx
Secretary

Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington DC, 20590

Dear Mr. Secretary,

I write to express concern regarding Norwegian Air International Limited’s (NAI) application
before the Department of Transportation to begin operating in the United States as a foreign air
carrier. As you may know, NAI has planned an unusual operational structure that may allow it to
circumvent critical labor and safety regulations.

Despite being based in Norway, NAI recently obtained an operating license from Ireland, and it
intends to base its long haul operation there. Doing so would enable NAI to outsource its
operations and hire less expensive workers based in Thailand and Singapore.

This business model could result in substandard wages and reduced working conditions. It also
raises questions regarding how the Irish Aviation Authority would be able to provide appropriate
safety oversight when neither the airline nor its aircraft will operate through Ireland. As an
advocate for aviation safety who has fought to enact critical reforms, I find these implications
especially disconcerting.

Given these unscrupulous and potentially unsafe practices, and your department’s mandate to
encourage “fair wages and working conditions” and to strengthen “the competitive position of
[U.S.] air carriers to at least ensure equality with foreign air carriers,” I urge you to reject NAI’s
application.

Thank you for your time and attention to this matter.
Sincerely,

B

Brian Higgins
Member of Congress
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