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Victor Mendez, Administrator
Federal Highway Administration
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590-9898

Administrator Mendez:

Since we are in a time where communities across Western New York and the country are
struggling to balance their budgets, I was extremely disturbed to see that the Federal Highway
Administration would add an additional mandate on these cash-strapped communities, forcing
them to upgrade street signs. Even if local governments utilize state and federal funding to
comply with this mandate, it will still divert precious resources from other transportation and
infrastructure projects more central to job creation and economic development in our
communities.

['understand and respect FHWA’s goal of ensuring that our roads are safe, but this additional
mandate is much too aggressive without requisite clarity as to its necessity. Everyone agrees that
street signs should provide clear direction to drivers, but it remains unclear to many as to the
necessity of the technology that local governments are being forced to comply with. There is
further confusion as to when and whether these new rules must be implemented, both for
compliance to new retroreflectivity standards as well as those for mixed case letter street signs.

A clarification from your agency as to the timelines for compliance and which roads will be
required to comply would be helpful to our community moving forward.

Again, [ appreciate FHWA’s efforts to ensure that our roads are safe. However, I believe that we
need to be prudent and mindful of the practical fiscal impact such regulations have on cash-
strapped communities forced to borne the costs of additional mandates.

Sincerely,
BRIAN HIGGINS

Member of Congress
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